THE GREAT WAR, 1914

Douglas's leave, and their presence gave him great joy* He
loved to take them to places of amusement and on his last
afternoon went with them to the Zoo. I think Douglas was
almost as disappointed as the children when they found the
monkey-house locked up, but all three thoroughly enjoyed
their visit.

He managed, also, to spend one afternoon with the
Empress Eugenie, and when he looked over the hospital he
was distressed to see what little use was being made of it at
the time. The Empress begged him to put the matter before
the War Office, and I am glad to say that through his speak-
ing to General Slater the wounded officers began to come
more regularly. The Empress was very kind to him and told
him that I was such a comfort to her during these anxious
days. Douglas replied that he was quite sure I would be a
comfort to her, but he pointed out all that she herself was
doing for our officers, particularly as she had insisted on
taking no allowance from the Government, as was usual
at that time in the case of hospitals taking in wounded.
Douglas advised me to get the officers to apply for their
lodging and fuel allowances, to which they were entitled,
as the Empress was claiming nothing.

Notwithstanding the many calls on his time, the change
had done Douglas good and he seemed to have enjoyed the
days with me* In the beginning of December the King
visited the troops in France and Douglas dined with him.
His Majesty told Douglas that he had seen me at the
Empress Eugenie's hospital and had chaffed me about
pretending to be a hospital nurse!

It was about this time that Captain Baird left Douglas to
join General Rimington as G.S.O.2. Captain Fletcher took
his place. Douglas was always particularly fond of Captain
Baird, and he felt his going very much.

The battle of Messines had started, but the ist Corps
did not take part except to send some troops to the aid of